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Empowering them
through education

TOI's Teach India initiative led voungsters
to start an NGO that focuses on schooling
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Empowering students, school by school

Kiran Sagar started off in 2008 by
adopting a dilapidated govt-aided
school at Seshadripuram

Techie Kiran Sagar’s four-year-old NGO, Yuva Global, helps educate
under-privileged children by adopting government-aided schools

Kalyan Subramani
kalyana.ramanathan@timesgroup.com

othing about Kiran Sagar is
ordinary. Yet he is a face
you could easily lose in the
city where every other per-
son is an IT professional
like him. But once you get to know
him you are unlikely to forget
him easily.

Kiran works for HP in Bangalore
and leads a pretty much normal life
during the weekdays. During week-
ends he runs an NGO called Yuva
Global, a four-year-old institution
which helps educate under-privi-
leged children in government-aided
schoolsinthecity.

Hestarted offin 2008 by adopting
a dilapidated government-aided
school at Seshadripuram. This

school was opened some 80 vears
ago at the behest of Mahatma
Gandhiwhen he visited the place in
1934. The school’s founder was Ar-
my major T Ramachandra, who
quithisjobtojoinGandhiinthe free-
domstruggle.

Within four months, Kiran man-
aged to collect Rs 14 lakh from do-
nors. He restored the physical infras-
tructure and began empowering
children through education. At pre-
sent, only teachers are now paid by
the state government, The rest of the
responsibility rests on Kiran and his
fellow volunteers.

Chandrashekar Hariharan, CEQ
of Zed Homes and a big supporter of
Kiran and his work, said, “You will
find him going around and asking
people for money for this trust with-
out any inhibition.” Four years on,

Yuva Global has adopted four
schools accounting for 2,200 stu-
dents, The number of volunteers at
Yuva Global hasalso grown to 2,500,

In January, Kiran will hit the
streets to spread awareness among
voters to make the right choice, He
says hisfirstsource of inspiration was
former president Dr AP] Kalam and
his book Vision 2020,

Hecredits hiswork tothe fact that
his employer allows him to work
from home. Such is the impact of his
work with his NGO that all his
three Facebook accounts are brim-
ming with friends. Any fresh request
sent to these accounts bounces
with a message that the account
holder has reached the maximum
limitoffriends. Aslightly amused Ki-
ran says he currently has some
15,000-plus FB friends.



